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WHAT: A weekly lecture series where 
entrepreneurial leaders share their 
experiences with the Stanford community. 

WHEN: Every Wednesday from 4:30- 
5:30 PM in Skilling Auditorium, west of 
the Quad. Broadcast online for students.

PODCAST+VIDEO:  edcorner.stanford.edu

LIVE: On SITN channel E2

MS&E 472
Skilling Auditorium
Wed 4:30PM-5:30PM
http://etl.stanford.edu

BASES Team
Kimber Lockhart (Course TA)
Jeff Seibert

Travis Kiefer
Nikil Viswanathan
Kalvin Wang
Ali Yahya

Contact
Primary: etl-coordinator 
@lists.stanford.edu
etl-website@lists.stanford.edu
etl-dinners@lists.stanford.edu

Faculty
Tina Seelig
tseelig@stanford.edu

Tom Byers
tbyers@stanford.edu

Tom Kosnik
kosnik@stanford.edu

BASES and STVP would like to 
thank their sponsors. STVP is 
supported by generous grants 
from Draper Fisher Jurvetson, 
Kauffman Center for 
Entrepreneurial Leadership, 
and the Price Institute for 
Entrepreneurial Studies. 
BASES sponsors include NEA, 
Google, and Lightspeed 
Venture Partners.

ENTREPRENEURIAL THOUGHT LEADERS

Jeff Housenbold
President & CEO, Shutterfly

David Rothkopf
Author, Superclass: The 
Global Power Elite and the World They 
are Making

George Zachary
Partner, Charles River Ventures

Peter Diamandis, MD
Chairman & CEO, X PRIZE Foundation

Anand 
Chandrasekaran
Founder, Aeroprise Inc.
Producer, Tapestries of Hope

Michealene C. Risley 
President, Freshwater Spigot
Writer & Director, Tapestries of Hope

Sue Decker
President, Yahoo

Larry Brilliant
Executive Director, Google.org

John Melo
CEO, Amyris Biotechnologies

Beth Seidenberg, MD
Partner, KPCB
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Welcome to ETL Spring Quarter 2008!

MS&E 472 students: Submit your attendance at 
etl-students.stanford.edu .

George Zachary joined Charles 
River Ventures in 2004. He 
brings more than 17 years of 
operating and investing 
experience in computing and 
consumer technology. 

George's focus is on building 
great services and software 
technology companies. George 
led CRV's investments in Areae, 
Geni.com, GoTV, Millennial 
Media, Skyrider, SocialMedia Networks and Twitter 
and is a board member at all but Twitter.

He is a board advisor at the MIT Sloan School of 
Business and Stanford BASES. He is also an advisor 
to X PRIZE . George earned a joint BS from MIT and 
MIT Sloan School of Business. 

Peter Diamandis
Chairman & CEO, X PRIZE Foundation

credit: www.xprize.org
www.crv.com

George Zachary
Partner, Charles River Ventures

Dr. Diamandis is the 
Chairman and CEO of the X 
PRIZE Foundation, which 
awarded the $10,000,000 
Ansari X PRIZE for private 
spaceflight. 

Diamandis is now focused on 
building the X PRIZE 
Foundation into a world-class  
prize institute whose mission 
is to bring about radical breakthroughs for the 
benefit of humanity. The X PRIZE is now 
developing X PRIZEs in fields such as Genomics, 
Automotive, Education, Medicine, Energy, and 
Social arenas.

DiamandisÕ mission is to open the space frontier 
for humanity. His personal motto is: ÒThe best way 
to predict the future is to create it yourself!Ó

(Detailed bio on back side)

(Detailed bio on back side)
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MS&E 472 students: Submit your attendance at 
etl-students.stanford.edu .

Peter Diamandis
(detailed version)

Dr. Diamandis is the 
Chairman and CEO of the X 
PRIZE Foundation, which 
awarded the $10,000,000 
Ansari X PRIZE for private 
spaceflight. 

Diamandis is now focused 
on building the X PRIZE 
Foundation into a world-
class prize institute whose 
mission is to bring about 
radical breakthroughs for 
the benefit of humanity. 
The X PRIZE is now 
developing X PRIZEs in 
fields such as Genomics, 
Automotive, Education, 
Medicine, Energy, and 
Social arenas.

Diamandis is an 
international leader in the 
commercial space arena, 
having founded and run 
many of the leading 
entrepreneurial companies 
in this sector. Diamandis 
also serves as the CEO of 
Zero Gravity Corporation, a 
commercial space company  
developing private, FAA-
certified parabolic flight 
utilize Boeing 727-200 
aircraft. He is the Chairman 
& Co-Founder of the Rocket 
Racing League. 

Diamandis is a co-founder 
and Director of Space 
Adventures, the company 
which brokered the 
launches of four private 
citizens to the International  
Space Station.

In 1987, Diamandis co-
Founded the International 
Space University (ISU)  
where he served as the 
UniversityÕs first managing 
director. Today he serves as 
a Trustee of the $30M ISU 

that is based in Strasbourg, 
France. Prior to ISU, 
Diamandis served as 
Chairman of Students for 
the Exploration and 
Development of Space 
(SEDS) an organization he 
founded at MIT in 1980. 
SEDS is the worldÕs largest 
student pro space 
organization.

Dr. Diamandis attended the 
Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology (MIT) where he 
received his undergraduate 
degree in molecular 
genetics and graduate 
degree in aerospace 
engineering. After MIT he 
attended Harvard Medical 
School where he received 
his M.D. In 2005 he has 
was also awarded an 
honorary Doctorate from 
the International Space 
University.

He is the winner of the 
2007 Arthur C. Clarke 
Award for Innovation, the 
2006 (inaugural) Heinlein 
Award, the 2006 Lindbergh 
Award, the 2006 Wired 
RAVE Award, the 2006 Neil 
Armstrong Award for 
Aerospace Achievement 
and Leadership, the 
Konstantine Tsiolkovsky 
Award, twice the winner of 
the Aviation & Space 
Technology Laurel, and the 
2003 World Technology 
Award for Space. In 8th 
grade, while living in New 
York, Dr. Diamandis won 
first place in the Estes 
rocket design contest.

DiamandisÕ mission is to 
open the space frontier for 
humanity. His personal 
motto is: ÒThe best way to 
predict the future is to 
create it yourself!Ó

George Zachary
(detailed version)

George Zachary joined 
Charles River Ventures in 
2004. He brings more than 
17 years of operating and 
investing experience in 
computing and consumer 
technology. George's focus 
is on building great services  
and software technology 
companies. George led 
CRV's investments in 
Areae, Geni.com, GoTV, 
Millennial Media, Skyrider, 
SocialMedia Networks and 
Twitter and is a board 
member at all but Twitter.

Previously, he was a 
general partner at Mohr 
Davidow Ventures (MDV). 
His directorships included: 
Accrue Software 
(Nasdaq:ACRU), Andale, 
Critical Path (Nasdaq: 
CPTH), Ovation 
Entertainment, Sandcastle 
(acquired by Adobe, 
Nasdaq:ADBE), Securify 
(acquired by Kroll-O'Gara, 
Nasdaq: KROG), Shutterfly, 
Supertracks (acquired by 
Centerspan) and Telebot 
(acquired by Z-Tel, Nasdaq: 
ZTEL).

Prior to MDV, George led 
the Nintendo 64 
development business at 
Silicon Graphics, managed 
sales and marketing for 
virtual reality pioneer VPL 
Research, and served as a 
product marketeer at CATS 
Software. 

He is a board advisor at the  
MIT Sloan School of 
Business and Stanford 
BASES. He is also an 
advisor to X PRIZE . George 
earned a joint BS from MIT 
and MIT Sloan School of 
Business. 
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